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HEADLINE LINE-UP OF BOOK SIGNINGS, PART OF ERMA BOMBECK CONFERENCE 
DAYTON, Ohio- More than two dozen celebrated writers and cartoonists are coming into 
town to offer tips and inspiration as part of the March 31 Erma Bombeck Writers' Workshop at the 
University of Dayton, but many will also introduce their books and talk about their work at book 
signings at Books & Co. and on campus. 
Here's the schedule: 
Thursday. March 30 
• "Family Circus" creator Bil Keane will introduce The Family Circus by Request from 7 
to 8 p.m. at Books & Co., 350 E. Stroop Road. "Family Circus," which just 
celebrated its 40th anniversary in February, is the most widely syndicated panel in 
America today. 
• Pulitzer Prize-winning political satirist Art Buchwald will sign copies of I'll Always 
Have Paris: A Memoir at 9 p.m. on Thursday, March 30, in the Thomas J. Frericks 
Athletics and Convocation Center on campus following his 8 p.m. public address, 
"Things I Cannot Tell You." The speech is free and open to the public. He will also 
help launch UD's new Library Advancement Association at a 5:30 p.m. dinner in the 1 
Kennedy Union Ballroom. Tickets are $50 per person or $75 per couple, and the 
price includes a signed copy of the book. Reservation deadline is March 23. Call 
Anita Brothers at (937) 229-2902. 
Friday. March 31 
Eleven authors will participate in a group book signing from 7 to 8 p.m. in the Torch Lounge 
in Kennedy Union on campus. The group includes: 
• "Jump Start" cartoonist Robb Armstrong, Jump Start and Jump Start: A Love Story. 
• "Funky Winkerbean" and "Crankshaft" cartoo.nist Tom Batiuk, Attack of the Band 
Moms. 
• Family humor columnist Lori Borgman, I Was a Better Mother Before I Had Kids. 
• Illustrator and editorial cartoonist David Catrow, Cesar's Amazing Journey, The 
Emperor's Old Clothes and Rotten Teeth. 
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Author and lecturer Sandra Gurvis, Careers for Nonconformists . 
Ohio University journalism professor and author Melvin Helitzel', Comedy Writing 
Secrets. Helitzer created the first class on comedy writing in the nation. 
"Family Circus" cartoonist Bil Keane, The Family Circus by Request . 
Syndicated Miami Herald columnist Leonard Pitts Jr., Becoming Dad: Black Men and 
the Journey to Fatherhood. 
Syndicated Cincinnati Enquirer columnist Laura Pulfer, I Beg to Differ and Mothers ... 
and Other Heroes. 
Literary director of The Thurber House Michael Rosen, Mirth of a Nation: The Thurber 
Book of Contemporary Humor. Rosen and two contributors to the book, Bonnie 
Abbott and Frank Carnrnuso, will discuss the making of the book and share excerpts 
at a free panel discussion preceding the book signing from 5:30 to 6:30p.m. in the 
Kennedy Union Ballroom. 
Syndicated columnist P.S. Wall, If I Were a Man, I'd Marry Me and My Love is 
Free ... But the Rest of Me Don't Come Cheap. Wall, named the best humor columnist in 
1996 by the National Society of Newspaper Columnists, has been described as 
"Erma Bornbeck with an attitude." 
Saturday. April 1 
• Syndicated Miami Herald columnist Leonard Pitts Jr. will introduce Becoming Dad: 
Black Men and the Journey to Fatherhood from 1 to 2 p.m. at Books & Co., 350 E. 
Stroop Road. 
• "Jump Start" cartoonist Robb Armstrong Uump Start and Jump Start: A Love Story) 
and "Funky Winkerbean" and "Crankshaft" creator Torn Batiuk (Attack of the Band 
Moms) will sign books from 3 to 4 p.m. at Books & Co. 
• Melvin Helitzer, described as "the funniest university professor in the country," will 
introduce Comedy Writing Secrets from 5 to 6 p .m. at Books & Co. 
• Humorist P.S. Wall, who writes the syndicated column "Off the Wall," will share her 
self-deprecating brand of humor while signing If I Were a Man, I'd Marry Me and My 
Love is Free ... But the Rest of Me Don't Come Cheap from 7 to 8 p.m. at Books & Co. 
The book signings are part of the March 29-April1 Erma Bornbeck Conference on Popular 
American Humor, which features the presentation of Erma Hornbeck's papers to the University of 
Dayton and includes a writing competition, a dinner and keynote speech featuring Art Buchwald, a 
writers' workshop, an academic symposium, an "Evening with Erma's Friends" presentation and a 
series of on-line chats. For information about any of the events, call {937) 229-3241 or visit 
www.ActiveDayton.com/ entertainment/ erma/. 
The conference is sponsored by UD's National Alumni Association in conjunction with 
ActiveDayton.corn, Books & Co., Dayton Daily News, News-Talk 1290 WHIO, Suburban 
Newspapers of Dayton, Washington-Centerville Public Library, WHIO-TV and WYSO-Radio. 
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